J O U R N E Y O N T H E M E KO N G ( S I E M
REAP TO PHNOM PENH)

Experience an explosion of colour, flavour and
ancient intrigue in Cambodia. Spark your
creativity in dynamic Siem Reap.
Tailor-Made Journeys, Suggested Itineraries

Cambodia, Asia

10 days Call for a quote

Private

JOURNEY ON THE MEKONG (SIEM REAP TO PHNOM PENH)

Journey Overview
Experience an explosion of colour, flavour and ancient intrigue in
Cambodia. Spark your creativity in dynamic Siem Reap. Marvel at intricate
Angkor temples. Let the luxury cruiser Aqua Mekong become your platform
for discovery. Unpeel the intriguing layers of Phnom Penh.
Journey Highlights
Indulge in Cambodia’s finest culinary creations by tuk tuk
Watch the day dawn over the mystifying temple of Angkor Wat
See rural and scenic area of Cambodia, untouched by tourists
Drift along the mighty Mekong aboard luxury vessel Aqua Mekong
Explore unseen Phnom Penh with a resident linguist and anthropologist
See the positive impact of the gift of clean water, visiting AKP’s Clean Water Project

Note: Operates August to November
All itineraries are subject to change, due to weather and other conditions.
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Itinerary
Day 1: Arrive Siem Reap
Welcome to Siem Reap, the gateway to Angkor and a lively hub of
creativity. Transfer to your hotel in the heart of the town. This evening,
treat your taste buds to a culinary adventure on your private tuk tuk tour.
Sample fine dining at three restaurants led by the country’s best chefs.

Zannier Hotels Phum Baitang | Meals: D
Day 2: Siem Reap
Rise early for the short journey into the land of temples. Watch the sky
explode with colour over the legendary Angkor Wat – one of the final
vestiges of the Khmer Empire and a worthy UNESCO World Heritage Site.
Then, join your guide to uncover the stories behind one of the largest
religious monuments in the world and its intricate artwork. Next, climb
through snake-like roots that engulf the temple of Ta Prohm to discover an
intriguing history hidden amongst strangler figs and kapok trees. Marvel at
towers etched with bodhisattva faces and bas-reliefs revealing ordinary
Khmer life.
Return to your hotel for a late breakfast and afternoon at leisure. If you so
choose, you can embark on an afternoon excursion to Siem Reap’s outer
villages and visit the exquisitely preserved Banteay Srei temple, nicknamed
the ‘Citadel of Women’ due to its pink sandstone façade. Continue to a local
family home to learn about the Cambodia Clean Water Project, an
Abercrombie & Kent Philanthropy (AKP) initiative installing wells in rural
areas to provide much-needed clean water. Meet one of the recipient
families to see firsthand how this project is changing lives, one well at a
time. If you would like to find out more, or to get involved, visit
www.akphilanthropy.org.

Zannier Hotels Phum Baitang | Meals: B
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Day 3: Siem Reap
Take a morning trip to the former capital of the great Khmer Empire,
Angkor Thom. Embark on your guided discovery at the glorious Bayon in
the heart of the ancient city. Take in the 37 stone faces of this intricate
temple built by and for King Jayavarman VII. Wander through the perfectly
square, walled city and stop awhile at the sanctuary of Baphuon. See where
kings once worshipped at Phimeanakas Temple. Imagine life in the Royal
Palace and picture the performances that once regaled royal crowds on the
impressive Terrace of the Elephants. The Terrace of the Leper King, with its
fascinating bas-reliefs, promises the perfect finale. Return to your hotel for
an afternoon at leisure.
This evening, watch in awe as theatre, dance, music, storytelling and circus
arts come together at Phare Ponleu Selpak, Cambodia's leading performing
arts organisation. All proceeds from the high-energy performance are
reinvested into the social enterprise, which provides free arts education to
economically and socially challenged Cambodian youth.

Zannier Hotels Phum Baitang | Meals: B
Day 4: Siem Reap – Tonle Sap Lake
After a morning at leisure, transfer to Tonle Sap Lake to board Aqua
Mekong. Settle into your floating retreat, with its window wall conferring an
endlessly captivating panorama as you begin your journey into the delta.

Aqua Mekong (Second Deck Suite) | Meals: BD
Day 5: Tonle Sap Lake
Set off by skiff into the 22,000-hectare Prek Toal Core Bird Reserve, one of
the largest freshwater bodies in Asia and the last refuge in Southeast Asia
for large waterbirds like the spot-billed pelicans, milky stork, black-headed
ibis and the elusive masked finfoot. After lunch, visit the floating village of
Moat Khla, and attend a Buddhist blessing ceremony in this isolated
community.

Aqua Mekong (Second Deck Suite) | Meals: BLD
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Day 6: Tonle Sap Lake
Explore remote villages around the Tonle Sap Lake, designated as a
UNESCO Biosphere Reserve. In Chhnok Tru, “slide” into an ice factory and
learn what it’s like to live in a town where schools, churches, pagodas, and
even the karaoke bar all float. In Kampong Chhnang, meet traditional
potters and palm-sugar producers and watch them practice age-old
craftsmanship techniques dating back to the 6th century.

Aqua Mekong (Second Deck Suite) | Meals: BLD
Day 7: Tonle Sap Lake – Mekong River
This morning visit Koh Chen, a silversmith village known for its fine
handicrafts. Keep an eye out for the famous silver bowls, regularly chosen
by Cambodia's king as gifts for visiting dignitaries. In the afternoon, set off
for the Mekong's 'silk islands' where you’ll meet renowned weavers,
admiring their intricate craftsmanship. Biking is optional for those who wish
to explore deeper into the island.

Aqua Mekong (Second Deck Suite) | Meals: BLD
Day 8: Mekong River – Phnom Penh
Explore the Cambodian capital by motorized tuk-tuk, witnessing the Royal
Palace, Silver Pagoda and the National Museum of Cambodia, home to the
world’s largest collection of Khmer art. You may choose to visit the Tuol
Sleng Museum of Genocide or choose to shop at the Russian Market.
Disembark in Phnom Penh.

Raffles Hotel Le Royal, Phnom Penh (Landmark Room) | Meals: B
Day 9: Phnom Penh
This morning, join your private guide to uncover the secrets of this
intriguing city. Be guided by a resident linguist and anthropologist, sharing
their passion and expertise as you wander through the bustling city. Spend
the rest of the day at leisure.

Raffles Hotel Le Royal, Phnom Penh (Landmark Room) | Meals: BL
Day 10: Depart Phnom Penh
Transfer to Phnom Penh International Airport for your onward flight.

Meals: B
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Map
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Accommodation
Phum Baitang Siem Reap

The charming Phum Baitang – which means ‘the green village’ – is a 5-star
luxury resort spectacularly located within eight acres of lush gardens,
lemongrass meadows and rice paddies near Siem Reap, Cambodia. The
second property from Zannier Hotels, this elegant retreat is a gateway to
the Angkor World Heritage Site and numerous natural and cultural wonders.
As its name suggests, Phum Baitang is modelled on a Cambodian village,
featuring wooden villas reminiscent of local farm houses. There are 25 villas
and 20 pool villas, all superbly designed with elegant, handmade wooden
furniture, stone sinks and bathtubs, and antique carved headboards.
While away your afternoon on a day-bed and enjoy the serenity of your
private terrace in the shade of a frangipani tree. Later, take your seat at
one of the two bars – one is located in the original 100-year-old farmhouse.
Here, you can lounge on a rattan wing chair as you sip your aperitif. There
are two restaurants, one located beside a sensational 50-metre infinity
pool. On the menu, discover the best of Southeast Asian cuisine, such as
Khmer curries, Thai tom yum soup and fresh Vietnamese spring rolls,
complimented by an extensive wine list including Roger Zannier's own
vintages from his estates in the South of France and Portugal's Douro
Valley. The hotel also features a beautiful spa, designed as a tribute to
Angkor's temples, and the perfect antidote to the hustle of Siem Reap.
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Why we like it
Ideally located for those seeking rural tranquillity just 15 minutes from the Angkor
ruins
The hotel has its own fleet of tuk-tuks and cars
A perfect balance of rustic experience, privacy and genuine luxury
Angkor-era design elements in the beautiful spa
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Aqua Mekong

Described as a "floating five-star hotel", the Aqua Mekong was designed by
British architect David Hodkinson of Noor Design and is constructed entirely
from locally-sourced sustainable materials. As you drift along the river,
observe the changing river landscape through your room's gigantic moviescreen window, not forgetting to look out for the flocks of painted storks
and spot-billed pelicans along the way. All 20 luxury suites, 8 of which have
sky terraces, display a simple contemporary design. If you desire a little
more space, interconnecting suites can be configured to create a private
living area and separate master bedroom with his-n-her bathtubs.
Help the chefs to shop the local riverside markets for the finest local
produce, which they will later transform into one of the many tantalising
dishes from executive chef, David Thompson's innovative menu of exotic
Southeast Asian flavours.
There is an abundance of facilities on board with a screening room
showcasing classic films about the region, air-conditioned library, a plunge
pool with private cabanas high on the observation deck and spa treatment
rooms, where the therapists use traditional healing and massage
techniques to perform a range of rejuvenating treatments.
The Aqua Mekong is also available for charter on an exclusive use basis.
Why we like it
The first luxury adventure cruise to travel along the Mekong River
Just 40 passengers in 20 luxury design suites
Professionally trained river guides lead daily expeditions on skiffs, by bike and on foot
Inspired Vietnamese Khmer cuisine from David Thompson
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Facilities include a plunge pool, exercise room, library and screening room
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Call Us Now on
1300 851 924
within Australia
Melbourne Office:
T: +61 (0)3 9536 1800
F: +61 (0) 3 9536 1805
E: contact@abercrombiekent.com.au

Address
Level 3, 290 Coventry St
South Melbourne, VIC, 3205

International:
New Zealand Call: 0800 441 638
Asia Call: 800 4747 7700
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