T H E G O L D E N T R I A N G L E & B E YO N D

Experience a spellbinding world of colour, rituals
and wilderness in this journey through India’s
cultural treasures. Witness the heritage and
grandeur of the Mughal Empire in Delhi.
Tailor-Made Journeys, Suggested Itineraries

Indian Subcontinent, India

12 days from AU$7,725

Private

THE GOLDEN TRIANGLE &
BEYOND

Journey Overview
Experience a spellbinding world of colour, rituals and wildlife on this
comprehensive journey through India’s north. Witness the scale and
grandeur of Delhi’s heritage sites. Be humbled by the Taj Mahal. Step inside
temples and palaces for a glimpse of contrasting cultures. Seek out the
majestic tiger in Ranthambore National Park. And discover the perfect
harmony of chaos and serenity in the sacred city of Varanasi.
Journey Highlights
Experience the magnificent Taj Mahal at sunrise and sunset
Embark on a safari adventure in search of the Bengal tiger in Ranthambore National
Park
Witness the sacred Aarti ceremony on the banks of the River Ganges
See one of the most perfect architectural achievements in India, Fatehpur Sikri
Weave through the colourful bazaars of Old Delhi’s Chandni Chowk
Try your hand at block printing, a traditional Rajasthani craft
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Itinerary
Day 1: Arrive Delhi
Namaste and welcome to Delhi, India's northern gateway. Enjoy a warm
A&K welcome and private transfer to one of Delhi's finest hotels. Nowhere
are India’s rich cultural contrasts brought more sharply into focus than
Delhi with its ruin-studded gardens, a growing contemporary art scene and
world-class cuisine. Spend time relaxing in your luxury accommodation the
Imperial Hotel, undoubtedly one of Delhi's finest hotels. Relax in the
gardens and exquisite restaurants or step outside on your own and discover
more of this fascinating city.

The Imperial
Day 2: Delhi
Head out to see the cultural charms of Old Delhi. Join a local expert and
navigate the narrow streets abuzz with daily life to the Turkman Gate and
the towering minarets of India’s largest mosque, Jama Masjid. Weave
through the colourful streets, alleyways and market stalls of Chandni Chowk
to witness a mishmash of cultures. Breathe in the aromas of a 400-year-old
perfumery and lose yourself in a treasure chest of gemstones, saris and
spices. Marvel at the ancient ‘havelis’ (mansions), Jain temples and
discover Gurudwara Bangla Sahib, one of the most prominent Sikh temples
in India. Spend your afternoon at leisure.

The Imperial | Meals: B
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Day 3: Delhi
Delve deeper into dynamic Delhi today. Start your tour at the Qutub Minar,
the soaring victory tower. Built in the early 13th century in red sandstone
and marble with intricate carvings of words from the Quran, this is rightly a
UNESCO World Heritage Site. Continue to the jaw-dropping Humayun’s
Tomb, also a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Built in 1570 for a Mughal
emperor, this beautiful palatial tomb was the first garden-tomb on the
Indian subcontinent. Move forward in time to New Delhi, where modern
India’s seeds were first sown. Drive down the tree-lined Rajpath (the royal
path) to the 42-metre-high stone arch of India Gate, a majestic monument
commemorating the contribution of Indian soldiers who laid down their lives
for the British Empire in World War I. At the far end of the boulevard,
glimpse the sprawling President’s Residence, Rashtrapati Bhavan.
Design your own afternoon with an optional half day activity (additional
charge). Take a spiritual journey through several of Delhi’s temples
including ISKCON (International Society for Krishna Consciousness more
colloquially known as the Hare Krishnas) a well-known Vaishnav temple of
Lord Krishna temple and the Bahia Temple or Lotus Temple, one of the
most modern Bahai house of worship in the world. Immerse yourself in the
National Museum, National Gallery of Modern Art and Kiran Nadar Museum
of Art.

The Imperial | Meals: B
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Day 4: Delhi – Agra
Bid farewell to Delhi and travel by road to Agra, home to the Taj Mahal.
Standing proud in the heart of the city, the Taj Mahal was built by Emperor
Shah Jahan for his wife Mumtaz and is now the world's pre-eminent
expression of passionate mourning. Check in to your hotel before setting
out to explore the city’s hidden laneways, bustling spice market, sacred
mosques and temples. Sample treats at a 200-year-old sweet shop, hop on
a cycle rickshaw and hear legends that have been passed down through
generations.
Journey to the mausoleum of Itmad ud Daulah, nicknamed “the Baby Taj”.
This jewel of a landmark is the final resting place of Mirza Ghiyas Beg,
grandfather of Mumtaz Mahal (to whom the Taj Mahal was dedicated).
Admire its exquisitely carved marble surfaces and see why it’s often
considered as an architectural first-draft of the Taj. Continue to Mehtab
Bagh (Moonlight Garden), an oasis-like garden complex across the Yamuna
River from the Taj Mahal. From this beautiful spot amidst the fountains and
flowerbeds, drink in the sunset over the Taj Mahal – it will take your breath
away. Return to a royal welcome at The Oberoi Amarvilas, where you can
continue to bask in uninterrupted views of the landmark from your luxury
room, as well as from the private dining terrace.

The Oberoi Amarvilas | Meals: B
Day 5: Agra
Rise early and return to the Taj Mahal as the morning light bathes the
marble dome and minarets in a soft glow. Return to the hotel for a
sumptuous breakfast. Then, venture to the former imperial city of the
Mughal rulers, the Agra Fort, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Venture within
its red sandstone walls to discover a labyrinth of highly decorated palaces
and ornate marble mosques built by the great Mughal emperor Akbar I.
Return to your hotel to relax, before a final visit to the Taj Mahal as the sun
is setting.

The Oberoi Amarvilas | Meals: B
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Day 6: Agra – Ranthambore National Park
Leave the city behind and venture to Ranthambore National Park, one of
the most renowned national parks in Northern India. As you travel overland,
stop at the deserted city of Fatehpur Sikri to witness one of the region’s
most scenic landmarks. Founded in the 16th century by a Mughal emperor,
the fortified red sandstone city is regarded as Emperor Akbar’s crowning
architectural legacy and is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. After lunch in
Bharatpur, continue by air-conditioned train to Sawai Madhopur, an
experience not to be missed, and on arrival transfer to your luxury tented
accommodation at The Oberoi Vanyavilas. Surrounded by natural beauty on
the edge of the Ranthambore National Park, this is the perfect base from
which to explore the territory of the majestic Bengal tiger.

The Oberoi Vanyavilas | Meals: BLD
Day 7: Ranthambore National Park
Spend the day exploring the Ranthambore National Park, and hopefully
spying the famous Bengal tiger. Head out on early morning and afternoon
private game drives in an exclusive jeep. Each drive is timed to give you
the optimal viewing opportunity of big cats on the prowl amid
Ranthambore's lakes, forests and ruined forts. There’s a wealth of wildlife
to spot: keep your camera handy for leopard, deer, wild boar, striped
hyena, a variety of monkeys and sloth bears, not to mention an orchestra of
birdlife. Between drives, immerse yourself in the luxury of your stunning
tented accommodation. Take a refreshing dip in the pool and indulge in a
rejuvenating spa treatment. As dusk falls climb up the observation tower for
remarkable panoramic views of the surrounding jungle.

The Oberoi Vanyavilas | Meals: BD
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Day 8: Ranthambore National Park – Jaipur
Rise early and take a trip to the magnificent Ranthambore Fort, which
offers dramatic views of the lakes and surrounding forest at sunrise. Then,
bid farewell to the jungle as you head overland towards the dusky beauty of
India’s Pink City, Jaipur. Famous for its decadent royal palaces and
spectacular forts, its architectural riches are in stark contrast with remote
Ranthambore.
Drop your luggage at your palace hotel and get your bearings with an
afternoon walking tour. Meander through the old city to discover the lesserknown wonders of the Pink City. Step inside lively temples to witness
traditional customs. Take part in a Hindu prayer ceremony, if you wish, and
sip tea with locals in a beautifully restored haveli (mansion). Then, gaze at
the heavens in the Jantar Mantar Observatory, an ancient stargazing hub
packed with enormous astronomical instruments dating back to the 16th
century. Before heading back to the hotel, there’s time for a quick
photostop at Jaipur’s most famous building, Hawa Mahal (Palace of Winds),
with its distinctive red and pink facade.

Rambagh Palace | Meals: B
Day 9: Jaipur
Leave the hustle and bustle far behind as you soar above Jaipur’s yawning
horizons and rolling hills on an enchanting early morning hot-air balloon
flight (additional charge). Following a relaxing breakfast, embark on a tour
of the Amber Fort. Stroll along the ramparts and terraces, admire the Rajput
architecture and gain a fascinating insight into the life of the Moghuls.
Afterwards, a visit to the Anokhi Museum for Hand Printing promises to
delight as you learn about this classic Rajasthani craft in a restored haveli.
Gain behind-the-scenes access to the City Palace of Jaipur, with privileged
access into the private palace and upper rooms to witness how the
Maharaja and the royal family lives. The rest of the day is free for you to
discover the Pink City your way, or perhaps choose to enjoy a delicious
afternoon High Tea on the terraces and manicured lawns of your luxury
property whilst learning about henna painting and turban tying.

Rambagh Palace | Meals: B
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Day 10: Jaipur – Varanasi
Enjoy a relaxing morning in Jaipur before your flight to Varanasi, one of the
world’s oldest cities, the heart of spiritual India steeped in legend and
traditions on the banks of the holy River Ganges. On arrival, be met by your
local A&K representative and transfer privately to your luxury palace
accommodation. This evening, head to the city’s ghats (stone steps) that
lead down to the river and witness locals performing the Hindu ritual of the
Aarti. Watch as people gather to pray, give thanks and send burning
candles down the river.

Nadesar Palace | Meals: B
Day 11: Varanasi
Rise early for a sunrise Ganges boat trip. Drift slowly down the river and
soak in a sense of serene spirituality as the sacred river comes to life. See
pilgrims immersing themselves at the bathing ghats and offering their
morning prayers to the rising sun. Then, set out to explore the city, which is
home to more than a thousand temples and shrines. Wander through the
old town with its narrow lanes, bustling markets and vibrant temples. Step
inside a traditional Akhara, a gymnasium where men of all ages practice a
traditional form of wrestling known as kushti or pehlwani. After time to
relax, journey to the Sarnath. Understand why this is one of Buddhism’s
most important sites and see where Lord Buddha is said to have preached
his first sermon. Then, discover Buddhist art treasures in the Archaeological
Museum before watching the talented handloom weavers creating exquisite
silk Banarasi saris at a local weavers’ colony en route back to Varanasi.

Nadesar Palace | Meals: B
Day 12: Depart Varanasi
With your Indian adventure at its end, transfer to the airport for your
onward flight.

Meals: B
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Accommodation
The Imperial, New Delhi

Built in 1931 by Blomfield, one of Sir Edwin Lutyen's associates, and
inaugurated by Lord Willingdon in 1936, The Imperial Hotel is known for its
contemporary colonial style. A New Delhi landmark, it is located on Janpath,
the erstwhile Queensway, steps away from the renowned shopping district
and major attractions of the city.
Magnificent in white, The Imperial Hotel is a unique blend of old and new, a
successful renovation having preserved its historic features and aura.
Today it is a wonderful mélange of Victorian, colonial and Art Deco styles.
232 beautifully appointed and spacious rooms and suites are decorated
with Neo-Victorian furnishings and paintings with high ceilings and décor
and design themed around the building's own contrasting architectural
styles.
In the public areas stunning crystal chandeliers, sparkling marble floors,
large mahogany tables and the impressive wealth of original 18th and 19th
century art are a constant reminder of the elegance of the colonial era.
Why we like it
Old-style class and an elegant Raj atmosphere
The hotel's restaurants offer some of the best dining in New Delhi
The Imperial Spa offers aroma therapy, Swedish massage, Shiatsu massage, body
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scrubs and foot reflexology
Specially tailored Eliza programme with unique features and benefits for single female
travellers
The huge swimming pool nestles amidst extensive grounds dotted with Royal Palms
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The Oberoi Amarvilas, Agra

The Oberoi Amarvilas is recognised as the leading luxury hotel in Agra. Built
in a style inspired by Moorish and Mughal architecture, the resort is a
splendid display of richly detailed interiors, terraced lawns, fountains,
reflection pools and pavilions with rich interiors that take you back to an era
of emperors and princes.
The rooms and suites are beautifully appointed. Most feature Burma Teak
flooring, teak armoires and spacious marble bathrooms with both a bathtub
and a separate shower cubicle, along with a basket of Ayurvedic toiletries.
Some have the added benefit of a private balcony.
The hotel's Luxury Suites are a real treat. Located on the fifth floor, they
have an entrance foyer, separate living and dining rooms and a spacious
bedroom with a four-poster bed. Each suite has two private open-air
terraces, both offering splendid views of the Taj Mahal.
Why we like it
All rooms afford uninterrupted views of the Taj Mahal
A deliciously eclectic choice of cuisine is served in the hotel's two restaurants
The Oberoi Spa at Amarvilas offers an unmatched array of therapies, rituals and
journeys designed to renew, refresh and replenish
Set in the terraced garden, with an option of shade and open sky, the cobalt blue pool
is straight from the pages of the Arabian nights
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The Oberoi Vanyavilas, Ranthambore National Park

Nestled in a picture-perfect setting with a dramatic watercourse and sunkissed private decks, The Oberoi Vanyavilas is India's leading luxury jungle
resort. This is the perfect base from which to explore the territory of the
majestic tiger, which is most commonly sighted during the months of May
and June.
The luxury tents with finely embroidered canopies, luxurious bathrooms
and private walled gardens are in perfect contrast to the ruggedness of the
jungle. All tents, each 73-square-metres, have private sitting areas and
outside decks for sunbathing. They feature king size four-poster beds,
freestanding roll-top baths and separate showers. All have wooden floors
and embroidered interior canopies and are furnished in regal style.
Why we like it
All luxury tents have private sun decks
Beautiful wilderness location on the edge of the Ranthambore National Park and hoe to
one of the country’s first tiger reserves
The Executive Chef provides an exquisite menu, offering Western, Thai and Indian
cuisine. Much of the fresh produce and salad comes straight from the hotel's kitchen
garden
The spa offers personalised, holistic therapies based on the five Ayurvedic principles
and incorporating international influences
The hotel has a lovely outdoor pool set in gardens with sun lounges
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Rambagh Palace, Jaipur

Newly honoured amongst ‘The Best Hotels in the World’ in the Condé Nast
Traveler Readers’ Choice Awards 2019 UK and USA and #2 in the Top 15
Hotels in India category, the stately Rambagh Palace is spread over 47
acres of tranquil, landscaped gardens. Once a royal hunting lodge for the
Maharajah of Jaipur, this sophisticated palace resort exudes regal elegance
– from its antique chandeliers to the peacocks on the lawn. Rich textures,
opulent furnishings and exquisite objets d'art abound, whilst the expansive,
ornamental gardens are arranged in brilliant symmetry. Rooms boast
opulent interiors, hand painted motifs on the walls, regal four-poster beds,
walk-in wardrobes and luxurious bathrooms. The atmospheric Polo Bar
serves up signature cocktails inspired by the royal sport while fine dining in
Suvarna Mahal is an unforgettable experience. Signature treatments at the
Jiva Spa await and there are two swimming pools to choose from.
Why we like it
The Rambagh Palace is set in the heart of Jaipur
Suvarna Mahal, with its gilded dining room setting and serving the finest Indian cuisine,
is the pick of the five dining options
Experience signature Jiva Spa therapies and ancient regal Indian treatments at the
fairytale style spa for an impossibly lavish experience
The hotel has both indoor and outdoor swimming pools
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Call Us Now on
1300 851 924
within Australia
Melbourne Office:
T: +61 (0)3 9536 1800
F: +61 (0) 3 9536 1805
E: contact@abercrombiekent.com.au

Address
Level 3, 290 Coventry St
South Melbourne, VIC, 3205

International:
New Zealand Call: 0800 441 638
Asia Call: 800 4747 7700
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