J O U R N E Y O N T H E M E KO N G ( H O
CHI MINH CITY TO SIEM REAP)

 xplore the jewels of southern Vietnam and
E
Cambodia on an unparalleled adventure on the
mighty Mekong. Let the luxury cruiser Aqua
Mekong become your platform for discovery.
Tailor-Made Journeys, Suggested Itineraries

Asia, Vietnam, Cambodia

10 days Call for a quote

Private

JOURNEY ON THE MEKONG (HO CHI MINH CITY TO SIEM
REAP)

Journey Overview
Embark on a cultural odyssey through Cambodia and Vietnam, charting a
spectacular passage along the Mekong before disembarking for three
immersive days in Siem Reap. Spend four nights aboard luxury cruiser
Aqua Mekong as you ply serene tributaries, canals and islets. From floating
markets to bee farms, tropical orchards and timeless villages, the lifeblood
of Southeast Asia throbs with tradition, trade, spirituality and
craftsmanship. Step ashore to meet Khmer farmers; meditate with Buddhist
monks; meet talented artisans; explore the floating villages of Tonle Sap;
and step back in time at enchanting Angkor Wat with your own
archaeologist. This is an essential journey to the heart of Mekong
civilisation.
Journey Highlights
Unpeel layers of history with a sensory tour through the markets, medicine stores,
workshops and museums of Ho Chi Minh City
Drift for four nights of luxury along the mighty Mekong aboard the Aqua Mekong; this
inspiring journey includes an inclusive dining experience crafted by a Michelin-starred
chef
Marvel at the floating temples, schools, houses and shops of Tonle Sap Lake
Watch the sun’s first rays kiss Angkor Wat, a legendary UNESCO World Heritage site,
and take an exclusive tour with your own archaeologist, before a champagne breakfast
Discover Siem Reap’s outer villages and visit the exquisitely preserved Banteay Srei
temple
Indulge in a culinary adventure by tuk tuk to the finest kitchens in Siem Reap led by the
country’s top chefs
Explore the former capital of the great Khmer Empire, Angkor Thom, travelling by your
choice of vehicle or bicycle with a guided discovery of the ancient city
Witness the positive impact the gift of clean water makes, visiting AKP’s Clean Water
Project

Note: Operates September to April.
All itineraries are subject to change, due to weather and other conditions.
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Itinerary
Day 1: Arrive Ho Chi Minh City
Welcome to Ho Chi Minh City; arrive and navigate the airport effortlessly
with A&K’s fast track arrival services. Transfer to your hotel and soak up the
city vibe before your adventure begins.

Park Hyatt Saigon
Day 2: Ho Chi Minh City
Join your guide for a locals-only tour of the trades and traditions of Cho Lon
(Chinatown). Meander through this vibrant district, which has been trading
since the 17th century. Drive past traditional Chinese medicine stores filled
with aromatic dried ginger, ginseng and all manner of herbs and meet old
community of craftsmen who spend their days creating small amulets and
religious statues. Chat with some of the artisans to learn about their age-old
way of life. Next, discover a neighbourhood market where you’ll sample
traditional delicacies, before lighting your own spiral incense cone as an
offering in a 19th century Chinese temple.
Enjoy lunch a delicious fresh Vietnamese lunch at a local restaurant, before
embarking on an historical deep dive into Ho Chi Minh. Follow your expert
guide as they unravel secrets and stories at the Reunification Palace —
where the Fall of Saigon took place in 1975 — and your choice of either the
History Museum or the War Remnants Museum.
This evening, feel the rush of the city from the back of a vintage Vespa as
you weave through the buzzing streets (additional cost). Plunge into the
maze of narrow alleyways to savour the sizzling street food at places only
locals know. Stop at a hidden coffee shop for a taste of Vietnamese acoustic
music before finishing the evening with a drink at the city's top live music
venue.

Park Hyatt Saigon | Meals: BL
Day 3: Ho Chi Minh City – My Tho
After a morning at leisure, transfer to My Tho dock and board Aqua Mekong.
Settle into your floating retreat, with its window wall conferring an endlessly
captivating panorama as you begin your journey into the Mekong Delta.

Aqua Mekong | Meals: BD
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Day 4: Mekong River
Begin the day at Binh Thanh mat weaving village or opt to visit Sa Dec
where we will peruse the vibrant market and see the famous house of
Marguerite Duras' legendary lover, Mr. Huynh Thuy Le. In the afternoon,
visit a typical Mekong Delta village called My An Hung where we will walk
through verdant plantations. We will be invited to a local's home to taste
local fruits while hearing traditional folk songs performed by villagers
followed by a unique unicorn dance. A 17-kilometer Biking option is also
available.

Aqua Mekong | Meals: BLD
Day 5: Mekong River
Travel by skiff along Bassac Canal to Chau Doc floating market then head
off by van to Long Son Pagoda atop Sam Mountain. Ask the monks about
their age-old Buddhist practices. Return via the bustling morning market.
Optional 18 kilometers bike ride on Long Khanh Island or take a rickshaw
ride to visit Tan Chau Market with chef. After lunch, relax by the pool, try
traditional Khmer massage or learn to cook Mekong inspired dishes while
we cross the border.

Aqua Mekong | Meals: BLD
Day 6: Mekong River
On this river of time we admire dexterous Khmer artisans dyeing and
weaving kroma, the ubiquitous item no Khmer lives without. Explore the
riverbank on two wheels if you wish, past Buddhist temples and thatch
houses perched on spindly wooden stilts while white oxen wade just
offshore. After lunch, we board our marine-grade aluminum skiffs and head
towards the tamarind trees of Preah Prosop, a remote village little changed
over several lifetimes.

Aqua Mekong | Meals: BLD
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Day 7: Phnom Penh – Siem Reap
Disembark in the Cambodian capital where you explore the city by
motorised tuk-tuk. See the Royal Palace, Silver Pagoda and the National
Museum of Cambodia, home to the world’s largest collection of Khmer art.
For those interested, a visit to the poignant and thought-provoking Tuol
Sleng Museum of Genocide can be included or choose to shop at the
Russian Market.
Transfer to Phnom Penh airport for the flight north to Siem Reap where you
are met and transferred to your hotel.
This evening, a gourmet experience awaits. Travel by tuk tuk to the finest
kitchens in Siem Reap led by the country’s top chefs. Start with a cocktail at
an intimate lounge that harks back to the speakeasies of the 1920s. Whet
your tastebuds with appetisers at a traditional house and garden serving
sophisticated Khmer cuisine followed by mains at an authentic home-style
eatery. Complete your meal with dessert at a contemporary venue dishing
up Cambodia’s culinary heritage with a twist.

Park Hyatt Siem Reap | Meals: BD
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Day 8: Siem Reap
Rise early this morning and join a professional archaeologist for an
exclusive tour of legendary Angkor Wat — one of the final vestiges of the
Khmer Empire and a UNESCO World Heritage site. Said by some to
symbolise the soul of the Khmer people, the magnificent temple was built
during the reign of King Suryavarman II in the early 12th century. Historians
believe that many of the fascinating bas reliefs and stone carvings
immortalise many of the mighty king’s wars. Images of Apsara dancers
decorate the five famous towers which replicate the universe according to
Hindu mythology.
Your archaeologist will take you to a serene viewpoint where you can
experience the dramatic sunrise as the first rays of the day bathe the
magnificent temple. Your archaeologist will then take you on an hour-long
tour of the resplendent temple.
Afterwards, toast the day with a champagne picnic breakfast on the banks
of the ancient reservoir at Srah Srang Baray. Then climb through the snakelike roots that engulf the temple of Ta Prohm to discover an intriguing
history hidden amongst strangler figs and kapok trees. Marvel at towers
etched with bodhisattva faces and bas-reliefs revealing ordinary Khmer life.
A photographer’s paradise, the temple seems to be held together by the
thick roots in places; your guide will show you the most popular photo
opportunities.

Park Hyatt Siem Reap | Meals: BD
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Day 9: Siem Reap
Today's exploration takes you to the former capital of the great Khmer
Empire, Angkor Thom, travelling by your choice of vehicle or bicycle.
Embark on your guided discovery at the glorious Bayon in the heart of the
ancient city. Take in the 37 stone faces of this elaborate temple built by and
for King Jayavarman VII. Wander through the perfectly square, walled city
and stop awhile at the sanctuary of Baphuon. See where kings once
worshipped at Phimeanakas Temple. Imagine life in the Royal Palace and
picture the performances that once regaled royal crowds on the impressive
Terrace of the Elephants. The Terrace of the Leper King, with its fascinating
sculptures, promises the perfect finale. Return to your hotel for an
afternoon at leisure.
If you so choose, you can embark on an afternoon excursion to Siem Reap’s
outer villages and visit the exquisitely preserved Banteay Srei temple,
nicknamed the ‘Citadel of Women’ due to its pink sandstone façade.
Continue to a local family home to learn about the Cambodia Clean Water
Project, an Abercrombie & Kent Philanthropy (AKP) initiative installing wells
in rural areas to provide much-needed clean water. Meet one of the
recipient families to see firsthand how this project is changing lives, one
well at a time. If you would like to find out more, or to get involved, visit
www.akphilanthropy.org.

Park Hyatt Siem Reap | Meals: B
Day 10: Depart Siem Reap
Transfer to the airport for your onward flight.

Meals: B
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Accommodation
Park Hyatt Saigon

Park Hyatt Saigon enjoys a prime location on the city’s most famous square,
within walking distance of the most popular cultural attractions including
the Opera House. The hotel’s recently renovated 245 rooms and suites are
decorated in elegant neutral tones channelling the old-world charms of
colonial Saigon, with polished wooden floors, louvred windows, ceiling fans
and silk cushions. Hi-tech additions include Bose Bluetooth speakers, sensor
lighting, mini iPads and a Nespresso coffee machine. Plush king-sized beds
come with crisp white linen and white marble bathrooms boast bathtubs
and rain showers.
There is an excellent choice of restaurants and bars offering a range of
cuisine from Italian and Vietnamese to traditional English afternoon teas
and classic martinis. The Xuan Spa is a tranquil urban retreat offering
private therapy rooms, a fitness centre and outdoor pool.
Why we like it
One of the city's premier addresses
Sophisticated and elegant colonial inspired grande dame
Walking distance from the important sights, restaurants and cafés
Award winning Xuan Spa
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Aqua Mekong

Described as a "floating five-star hotel", the Aqua Mekong was designed by
British architect David Hodkinson of Noor Design and is constructed entirely
from locally-sourced sustainable materials. As you drift along the river,
observe the changing river landscape through your room's gigantic moviescreen window, not forgetting to look out for the flocks of painted storks
and spot-billed pelicans along the way. All 20 luxury suites, 8 of which have
sky terraces, display a simple contemporary design. If you desire a little
more space, interconnecting suites can be configured to create a private
living area and separate master bedroom with his-n-her bathtubs.
Help the chefs to shop the local riverside markets for the finest local
produce, which they will later transform into one of the many tantalising
dishes from executive chef, David Thompson's innovative menu of exotic
Southeast Asian flavours.
There is an abundance of facilities on board with a screening room
showcasing classic films about the region, air-conditioned library, a plunge
pool with private cabanas high on the observation deck and spa treatment
rooms, where the therapists use traditional healing and massage
techniques to perform a range of rejuvenating treatments.
The Aqua Mekong is also available for charter on an exclusive use basis.
Why we like it
The first luxury adventure cruise to travel along the Mekong River
Just 40 passengers in 20 luxury design suites
Professionally trained river guides lead daily expeditions on skiffs, by bike and on foot
Inspired Vietnamese Khmer cuisine from David Thompson
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Facilities include a plunge pool, exercise room, library and screening room
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Park Hyatt Siem Reap

Previously the Hotel De La Paix, one of the Cambodia's top-rated hotels it
has been refurbished adding it the iconic brand of Park Hyatt. The hotel now
boasts 104 rooms and suites, with two restaurants, one bar and a retail
bakery. A fusion of ancient Khmer tradition and modern art deco, this
luxury hotel is also just a short drive from the intriguing temple city of
Angkor Wat. Cuisine of French and Indochine inspiration is a feature of the
main restaurant, The Dining Room. In addition, the bar lounge, Living Room
and the deli-patisserie, Glass House, feature comfort fare. "Carefully
sourced, thoughtfully served' is the underlying philosophy behind each and
every culinary journey Park Hyatt Siem Reap delivers. It is a 15-minute
drive to both the Angkor Archaeological Park and the Siem Reap
International Airport. Choose Park Hyatt Siem Reap for a perfect haven for
relaxation after a busy day exploring the clusters of local craft shops in the
Old Market.
Why we like it
Superb location near the renowned 12th century ruins of Angkor Wat and in easy reach
of the art district
Experience authentic first class Cambodian hospitality
The hotel features an Indochine Spa, fitness centre, and two swimming pools
Refined interiors with graceful garden settings create a residential feel to this luxury
hotel
Stay in the finest suite accommodation in this magical city
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Call Us Now on
1300 851 924
within Australia
Melbourne Office:
T: +61 (0)3 9536 1800
F: +61 (0) 3 9536 1805
E: contact@abercrombiekent.com.au

Address
Level 3, 290 Coventry St
South Melbourne, VIC, 3205

International:
New Zealand Call: 0800 441 638
Asia Call: 800 4747 7700
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