
L ’ A RT  D E  V I V R E  R I V E R  C R U I S E

L’Art de Vivre was built in England during World
War One as a supply vessel to the allied troops

of the Somme.

European Canal Barge Cruises, Cruises

Europe, France 7 days from AU$8,510 pp Private



Journey Overview

L’Art de Vivre is the oldest hotel barge in the fleet and was built in England
during World War One as a supply vessel to the Allied troops battling in the
Somme.

Today her life is a little less dramatic as she cruises one of France’s longest-
established canals, the Canal du Nivernais.

She is very much a traditional barge in style, with original wood and brass
features that emphasise her heritage and create a warm and inviting
interior atmosphere. The comfortable, compact cabins all have modern en
suite facilities and the delightful saloon combines contemporary leather
with more traditional furnishings.

Outside, there is a sun deck to relax on with a glass of wine as you glide
through the pretty Burgundy countryside and a spa pool to soak in. You can
explore the ever-present towpath on foot or on one of the barge’s bicycles
towpath, before rejoining the L’Art de Vivre at one of the locks up ahead.

This region of Burgundy with its charming villages and centuries-old history
simply oozes charm and your cruise aboard L’Art de Vivre is a journey back
in time along a magical waterway.

Cruise Highlights

Explore enchanting Auxerre and its magnificent cathedral Private wine tasting of
Chablis and Petit Chablis in the cellars of a renowned Domaine
Tour Noyers-sur-Serein, one of the most beautiful villages in Burgundy
Visit the picturesque town of Vezelay and its hilltop basilica
Visit elegant Château de Bazoches
Optional hot air ballooning
Excellent towpath for walking and cycling
“Biking Plus” option available
Dinner at the 5 Star Château de Vault-de-Lugny
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Itinerary

Day 1: Auxerre

Guests are met at our meeting point in Paris** and transferred by private
chauffeured minibus to the pretty L’Art de Vivre. Following a champagne
welcome, you are free to explore the medieval town of Auxerre, or take a
stroll along the banks of the River Yonne before returning for dinner on
board.
L’Art de Vivre | Meals: D

Day 2: Auxerre to Vincelles

Our morning cruise takes us through some delightful locks and past
vineyard-clad hillsides to our rural mooring at Vincelles. The afternoon
excursion is to Chablis, home of one of the most famous white wines in the
world. A tasting in one of the town’s aged cellars will introduce you to some
of the local Petit Chablis and Chablis wines. 
L’Art de Vivre | Meals: BLD

Day 3: Vincelles to Mailly-la-Ville

After breakfast, our excursion is to the medieval town of Auxerre. Originally
the capital of Lower Burgundy, the town prides itself on its lavish
Renaissance houses, fine churches and particularly its magnificent
cathedral situated close to the river. We then return to the hotel barge for a
cruise southwards through rich pasturelands and past grazing Charolais
cattle to the sleepy village of Mailly-la-Ville. After your relaxed lunch on
board, perhaps this is a good time to enjoy a walk or bicycle ride along the
towpath.
L’Art de Vivre | Meals: BLD
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Day 4: Mailly-la-Ville to Le Saussois

This morning, we visit the charming 14th century medieval market village
of Noyers-sur-Surein, one of the most beautiful villages in France, on an
excursion through delightful countryside. In the afternoon we cruise past
the cliffs at Le Saussois, a stunning natural setting with an international
climbing centre. There will also be the opportunity to enjoy delightful walks
or bicycle rides along the towpath, before a somewhat spectacular dinner.
We will dine ashore at Le Château de Vault-de-Lugny, a secluded and
romantic 5 star Hotel with a history that dates back almost nine hundred
years. On the menu you will find dishes such as Burgundy Truffle – hand-
picked from the plantation housed somewhere amidst the 40 hectares of
land, or Charolais Beef – some of the finest red meat in the entirety of
Europe.
L’Art de Vivre | Meals: BLD

Day 5: Le Saussois to Lucy-sur-Yonne

Our morning cruise is through the picturesque Yonne Valley to our mooring
at Lucy-sur-Yonne. After lunch on board, we enjoy an excursion to the
pilgrimage town of Vézelay, one of Burgundy’s most famous treasures with
the Romanesque Basilica of St Mary Magdalene, craft shops and fine views
of the surrounding countryside. 
L’Art de Vivre | Meals: BLD

Day 6: Lucy-sur-Yonne to Chevroches

A morning cruise through beautiful countryside takes us to our final
mooring at the pretty canalside village of Chevroches and again this is a
perfect time for a walk or a bicycle ride. In the afternoon, we visit the
elegant Château de Bazoches, built in the 12th century and whose
illustrious visitors included Richard the Lionheart. The château was later
remodelled by Maréchal Vauban and there are wonderful views from its
elevated hillside setting. Captain’s Farewell Dinner on board.
L’Art de Vivre | Meals: BLD

Day 7: Chevroches

After breakfast, guests are transferred to Paris.
Meals: B
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Map
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Accommodation

L'Art de Vivre

L’Art de Vivre was built in England during World War One as a supply vessel
to the allied troops of the Somme. She has been carefully transformed by
skilled craftsmen into a floating celebration of the Burgundian “good life”.

The comfortable cabins have modern en suite facilities and the delightful
saloon combines contemporary leather with more traditional furnishings.

There is a sun deck to relax on with a glass of wine as you glide through the
pretty Burgundy countryside, a relaxing spa pool and, of course, bicycles
for exploring the towpath before rejoining the hotel barge at one of the
locks up ahead.

Your crew of four comprises a Captain, Master Chef, Tour Guide and
Hostess, all with a love of the Nivernais Canal and secure in the knowledge
that their vessel represents “L’Art de Vivre” itself. 

The region simply oozes charm and the cruise is a journey back in time
along a magical waterway.

Category: First Class 
Cruise region: Burgundy 
Cruise Route: Canal du Nivernais & River Yonne 
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Pickup location: Paris
Departures: April - October 
Length of vessel: 100 ft 
Crew: 4 
Max Passenger Capacity: 8 
Approx Cabin Size: Staterooms 100 
Interior Decks: 1 
TV/DVD Play in Cabin Saloon: - 
Demo Gallery: No 
Spa Pool: Yes 
Themed Cruises: Family, Biking, Golf, Wine Appreciation
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Dates & Pricing
L'Art de Vivre is also available for whole barge charter for 6-8 passengers, from $58,125.

Please call A&K on 1300 851 800, send us a booking enquiry to book this journey or
contact your travel advisor.
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Call Us Now on 
1300 851 924 
within Australia

Melbourne Office:
T: +61 (0)3 9536 1800
F: +61 (0) 3 9536 1805
E: contact@abercrombiekent.com.au

Address
Level 26 (North Tower)
80 Collins St 
Melbourne, VIC, 3000

International:
New Zealand Call: 0800 441 638
Asia Call: 800 4747 7700
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