
M E X I C O :  C O L O N I A L  C I T I E S

Revealing a patchwork of stories at every turn,
Mexico’s fabled colonial cities will leave you

spellbound.

Tailor-Made Journeys, Suggested Itineraries

Latin America, Mexico 8 days from AU$11,310 pp Private



Journey Overview

Revealing a patchwork of stories at every turn, Mexico’s fabled colonial
cities will leave you spellbound. Explore your creative side in San Miguel de
Allende. Marvel at grand monumental colonial architecture in the vibrant
university town Guanajuato. Discover the secrets to tequila. Peel back
layers and experience a fiesta of sights, tastes, architecture and traditions.

Journey Highlights

Explore rich colonial heritage in UNESCO World Heritage listed towns
Savour the country’s world-famous cuisine in kitchens and local eateries
Discover why Guanajuato was once the wealthiest city in Mexico
Sample beverage, tequila, and award-winning wines in private tastings
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Itinerary

Day 1: Leon – San Miguel de Allende

Touchdown into Leon, Guanajuato Airport where you will be met and
privately transferred to San Miguel de Allende, one of Mexico’s oldest town.
Settle into your beautiful luxury boutique hotel to rest and refresh. Wander
through the public areas of the hotel admiring the extensive collection of
contemporary Mexican art or step out to explore this charming town of
steep cobbled streets and colonial buildings. 

Rosewood San Miguel de Allende

Day 2: San Miguel de Allende

Begin with a privately guided walking tour of the colourful historic centre, a
UNESCO World Heritage Site. Navigate the bustling little town which, during
the colonial era, then called San Miguel El Grande, was the wealthiest town
in silver-rich "new Spain". Stop awhile at the shady central plaza, perfect for
people-watching, and step inside the multi-spired pink Parroquia church,
which stands guard over the town’s heart, the Jardín. Then, discover
firsthand why San Miguel de Allende is a magnet for artists. Step inside art
galleries and art studios at La Aurora. See Mexican artisans and students
working on their crafts. Onwards to a family home, where the secrets of
traditional rug making will be revealed. 

Rosewood San Miguel de Allende | Meals: B

Day 3: San Miguel de Allende

Explore the city, your way. Choose to venture to the Mesoamerican
archaeological site, Cañada de la Virgen, the northernmost site to be
discovered in Mexico. Journey to Dolores Hidalgo, which is well-known for its
artisanal pottery; explore thermal bath sites such as La Gruta; and visit
Atotonilco, where the church famously known as “the Mexican Sistine
Chapel”, for its frescoes, is located. Later, spark culinary creativity with a
private cooking experience. Begin with a walk-through San Miguel’s main
food market, seek out the freshest ingredients before heading to a kitchen
in the grounds of a fascinating setting surrounded by a courtyard. Learn
how to make tortillas, several guisos (stews) and a not-so traditional
guacamole.

Rosewood San Miguel de Allende | Meals: BD
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Day 4: San Miguel de Allende – Guanajuato

Spend a leisurely morning before your onward journey to Guanajuato
situated in a narrow gorge surrounded by spectacular scenery. On the way,
stop at the award-winning Cuna de Tierra vineyards for a taste of Mexico’s
finest drops. Take a tractor drawn carriage through the vineyards, then step
inside the winemaking room. Enjoy a long leisurely lunch paired with wine
and drink in the captivating landscape. Then, continue to Guanajuato, a
colonial city nestled in the picturesque mountains and valleys of central
Mexico. For centuries Guanajuato was the wealthiest city in Mexico due to
the activity of the gold and silver mines.

Villa Maria Cristina | Meals: BL

Day 5: Guanajuato

Immerse yourself in the rich colonial heritage of the vibrant university city
and well preserved UNESCO World Heritage Site, Guanajuato. Discover a
city of contrasts and surprises on your full-day private excursion. Marvel at
houses that tumble down the hills in every imaginable colour. Gaze
skywards at the monumental colonial architecture. Stroll along an intricate
maze of narrow laneways to the Callejon del Beso, ‘the alley of the kiss’.
Step inside the workshop of famous Majolica ceramicist Gorky Gonzalez and
discover how his masterpieces are created. See the home where muralist
Diego Rivera was born, now a homage to his life and art. And explore the
Jardín de la Unión, a botanical garden that serves as the city’s main
meeting place.

Villa Maria Cristina | Meals: B

Day 6: Guanajuato – Guadalajara

Accompanied by your guide journey to Guadalajara stopping en route in
Tlaquepaque. Wander around this important pottery town which makes and
sells beautiful, hand-painted, distinctive artesanías. Continue to
Guadalajara and your accommodation. Guadalajara is known for its modern
culinary spirit that offers exciting dining and bar scene. This evening, soak
up the history and culture of Guadalajara’s historical centre on foot. Admire
iconic architecture, enjoy local gastronomy, and experience two Mexican
cantinas; one with a modern twist and the other steeped in history.  Your
private guide will bring the history and stories of the city to life as you
wander past the illuminated buildings and indulge in local delicacies.

Casa Habita | Meals: B
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Day 7: Guadalajara – Tequila – Guadalajara

Begin your day with a journey to the Tequila countryside and the famous
agave fields designated UNESCO World Heritage Site. Fly over the blue
agave landscapes in a hot air balloon (additional cost) and gain a unique
perspective on the dramatic landscapes that surround the town itself. Then
accompanied by your tequila expert enjoy a privately guided experience to
discover tequila as a way of life, on a trip full of tradition, visual delights
and pleasure for your palate. Meet the skilled teams who bring this iconic
drink to life - the agave harvesters, the men who work in the distillery ovens
and the master tequileros. Visit blue agave fields and see the jimadores at
work, take a tour of a boutique distillery, and taste a selection of tequilas
some straight from the barrel. Later enjoy a leisurely guided walking tour of
Tequila’s historic centre, including the world famous Cantina La Capilla, the
oldest bar in the town that gave its name to the famously fiery spirit. 

Casa Habita | Meals: BL

Day 8: Depart Guadalajara

Following breakfast, enjoy a private transfer to Guadalajara airport for your
onward journey. 

Meals: B
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Map
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Accommodation

Rosewood San Miguel de Allende

One might be forgiven for thinking this hotel is from colonial times,
although it is in fact a cleverly disguised modern building opened in early
2010 on the outskirts of this pretty colonial town. Using a palette of rich
ochres that match its historical setting, its 60 rooms are spacious with
private terraces and overlook the town. It is a modern structure that fits in
effortlessly with the colours of the town and offers of course that
unmistakeable Rosewood service and experience. Its biggest draw is the
stunning rooftop bar / terrace with amazing views over the town including
La Parroquia. Also there is a large spa and three pools. The hotel is a short
stroll along quiet cobbled streets into the heart of San Miguel.

Why we like it

Situated in the historical district, this luxury hotel is close to Allende Institute, Zocalo
Folk Art, and Juarez Park

3 outdoor swimming pools, 2 restaurants, a full-service spa, and bars/lounges

LCD televisions include satellite channels

Guestrooms also feature deep soaking bathtubs
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Villa Maria Cristina, Guanajuato

Set in the beautiful UNESCO city of Guanajuato, this delightful 19th century
townhouse echoes the cities colourful flair, blending subtle sophistication
with a contemporary twist. Villa Maria Cristina is the ideal base to discover
the culture, history and amazing food on offer. The 38 rooms and suites
offer a warm and welcoming atmosphere which is replicated throughout this
charming property. 

Relaxation is key and with many quiet areas around the outdoor pool or the
courtyard terraces to enjoy a good book, reflect on your touring or sample
some of the local cocktails. The Romanesque Spa cannot be missed with
indoor pool, sauna, Jacuzzi, treatments rooms and gym. Your stay at Villa
Maria Cristina will be memorable however active you choose to be, with the
beautiful views of the Sierra de Guanajuato lasting with you long after your
stay.

Why we like it

Stunning views of the picturesque mountains of the Sierra de Guanajuato
33 spacious suites with views over the beautiful courtyards and pool
Relais & Chateaux property
Located in the most elegant boulevard in Guanajuato
Exceptional Therma Spa with a Roman-style sunken pool, whirlpool tub and Swiss
showers
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Call Us Now on 
1300 851 924 
within Australia

Melbourne Office:
T: +61 (0)3 9536 1800
F: +61 (0) 3 9536 1805
E: contact@abercrombiekent.com.au

Address
Level 26 (North Tower)
80 Collins St 
Melbourne, VIC, 3000

International:
New Zealand Call: 0800 441 638
Asia Call: 800 4747 7700
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