GEORGIA & ARMENIA: JOURNEY
TO THE CAUCASUS – A LIMITED
EDITION SMALL GROUP JOURNEY
(2023/24)

This fascinating journey to the heart of the
Caucasus offers a surprising taste of old world
Eastern European charm.
Limited Edition Small Group Journeys, Small Group Journeys

Europe, Armenia, Georgia

13 days from AU$8,995

18 Guests

GEORGIA & ARMENIA: JOURNEY TO THE CAUCASUS Â€“ A LIMITED EDITION SMALL GROUP JOURNEY
(2023/24)

Journey Overview
This fascinating journey to the heart of the Caucasus offers a surprising
taste of old world Eastern European charm. Bridging East and West, these
former Soviet Republics boast thousands of years of history, jaw-dropping
scenery and a rich cultural heritage. Georgia lays claim to the world’s
oldest wine industry and, on this journey, rare skin-fermented wines stored
underground in clay jars are uncorked and savoured. Neighbouring Armenia
was one of the first countries to adopt Christianity, and there are
magnificent churches in abundance in the most unexpected locations. The
food throughout the region is delicious and hearty and, in many places,
there’s a delightfully unspoiled medieval vibe.
Journey Highlights
Uncover medieval history at the Haghpat and Sanahin monastic complexes
Enjoy a private piano recital with canapés and drinks at Akhvlediani House Museum
Prepare lavash in time-honoured fashion in a local home
Sip wine from earthenware pots in the world’s oldest vineyards in the Kakheti region
Hike up to the 14th century Gergeti Holy Trinity Church, one of the world’s most
spectacularly situated
Float across the high altitude waters of Lake Sevan on a private boat trip
Gain private entry to Parajanov Museum for an exclusive musical performance
Meet local artisans and traditional carpet manufacturers in colourful markets and
workshops
Typically features a small group size of 10–12 guests
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Itinerary
Day 1: Arrive Tbilisi, Georgia
Arrive into the Georgian capital where you are met by A&K and transferred
by private vehicle to your hotel. Located in a dramatic valley setting, Tbilisi
is a vibrant melting pot blending nightclubs and speakeasy cafes with a
picturesque bohemian old town full of narrow cobblestoned alleyways and
rich architecture reflecting its complicated history. This evening join your
Resident Tour Director and fellow travellers for a drink and briefing on the
adventure ahead.

Tbilisi Marriott Hotel
Day 2: Tbilisi | An Assortment of Architectural Styles
Your adventure starts with a walk through the cobbled streets of the
atmospheric old town. Visit the 12th century Metekhi Church and a 19th
century Jewish synagogue. Admire the old Georgian houses with their
distinctive wooden, curved balconies and the Sioni Cathedral. You’ll see the
oldest surviving church in Tbilisi before getting a bird’s-eye view of the city
from the Narikala Fortress, which can be accessed by cable car or on foot.
Tonight is a chance to savour some of Georgia’s finest cuisine at a favourite
traditional restaurant accompanied by a private polyphonic ensemble
performance.

Tbilisi Marriott Hotel | Meals: BLD
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Day 3: Tbilisi | Design Your Day
Visit the Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia with its extraordinary collection
of gold filigree work. Continue to the Georgian National Centre of
manuscripts for a private visit with a specialist to talk about important
restoration work. There will also be time to visit National Museum of Fine
Arts, and the Sukhoi Bridge open air market. This afternoon, enjoy one of
these Design Your Day activities:
Experience an artisan introduction to the ancient technique of cloisonné
(decorative enamelwork) during a private workshop.
Join an architectural expert for a walking tour around the city to gain insights
and depth into Tbilisi’s unique architectural history.
Visit the historic Tbilisi Sulphur Baths , renowned for its therapeutic and healing
properties and experience an authentic scrub treatment.

Tbilisi Marriott Hotel | Meals: BL
Day 4: Kakheti | Birthplace of Winemaking
Explore the most picturesque part of Georgia — Kakheti, which borders the
Great Caucasus range. This area is the birthplace of viticulture and
winemaking, admire the profusion of vineyards and beautiful churches as
you drive through. Stop at the 9th century Bodbe Monastery before arriving
at the pretty fortified town of Sighnaghi, famous for its wine and carpet
making. Meander through the narrow streets before lunch with a local
family serving up traditional dishes from the region, and of course matching
wines.
Before returning to Tbilisi visit the grand Tsinandali Estate, once home to
the noble Chavchavadze family and noted for its historic winery. This
evening, attend the Akhvlediani House Museum, studio of one of the first
recognised female artists in Georgia, Elene Akhvledian. Admire her works
over drinks and a private piano recital.

Tbilisi Marriott Hotel | Meals: BL
Day 5: Mtskheta | Medieval Religious Architecture
The World Heritage site of Mtskheta is your first stop today. Georgia’s
cultural and religious centre, it is also one of the country’s oldest towns.
Visit the early medieval Jvari Church and Svetitskhoveli Cathedral. Arrive
into the sleepy town of Kazbegi later this afternoon where views of Mt.
Kazbek are breathtaking — especially from your hotel room.

Rooms Hotel Kazbegi | Meals: BLD
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Day 6: Kazbegi | Gergeti Holy Trinity Church
This morning, journey to the beautifully situated 14th century Gergeti Holy
Trinity Church, perched high on a hill overlooking the town and the
surrounding mountain scenery. Get up close by 4WD or, for the more
energetic, on foot. More traditional Georgian hospitality today over lunch
with one of the local families before visiting a studio to observe the
traditional craft of felt making. This evening, enjoy the stylish Nordic
atmosphere of the hotel before sundowners on the terrace.

Rooms Hotel Kazbegi | Meals: BLD
Day 7: Tbilisi | Heart of Georgia
Heading along the Georgian Military Highway, take in the Ananuri
Architectural complex, with churches and towers dating back to the 16th
and 17th centuries. Indulge in flavourful Georgian dishes paired with
locally-made wines before continuing to Gori, the birthplace of Joseph Stalin
where you will visit the controversial museum that traces his life.
Afterwards, Return to Tbilisi with your evening at leisure.

Tbilisi Marriott Hotel | Meals: BL
Day 8: Yerevan, Armenia | Byzantine Monasteries
Farewell to Georgia this morning, crossing into Armenia at the Sadakhlo
border. Stop at the 10th century Akhtala Fortress and Church, as well as
the Haghpat and Sanahin monastic complexes on the way to Yerevan.
Armenia’s capital and its largest city, Yerevan stretches along the banks of
the River Hrazdan at the foot of Mount Ararat, and is marked by grand
Soviet-era architecture. A traditional dinner of Armenian cuisine is arranged
this evening.

Armenia Marriott Hotel Yerevan | Meals: BLD
Day 9: Lake Sevan | Pearl of Armenia
Travel to Lake Sevan, the largest body of water in the Caucasus region,
boarding a private boat to explore the pearl of this mountainous country.
Discover Sevanavank Monastery, a monastic complex located on a
peninsula at the northwestern shore. Afterwards, return to Yerevan. Enjoy
the remainder of the day at leisure.

Armenia Marriott Hotel Yerevan | Meals: BL
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Day 10: Yerevan | In the Shadow of Mount Ararat
Your introduction to the capital begins with a guided tour of the city, one of
the world’s oldest continuously inhabited metropolises. See the beautiful
Government buildings, the Central Post Office and banks. Visit the State
History Museum as well as the Cafesjian Modern Art Museum which exhibits
collections of Armenian and international contemporary artworks.
Later, pay a visit the sombre Genocide Museum and Memorial,
commemorating the massacre of Armenians in the Ottoman Empire from
1915 to 1922. Discover why Armenian brandy is world famous at a specially
organised VIP tasting at the Yerevan brandy factory, followed by private
entry to the Parajanov Museum, featuring an exclusive musical
performance with drinks and canapes.

Armenia Marriott Hotel Yerevan | Meals: BL
Day 11: Yerevan | World’s Oldest Cathedral
A morning visit to the ruins of the 7th century Zvartnots Cathedral, followed
by Etchmiadzin Cathedral for holy mass. This ancient cathedral is the
headquarters for the Armenian Orthodox Church. Afterwards, head to lunch
at the family owned Megeryan Carpet Factory & Museum. Get comfortable
as you admire the exquisite handmade carpets before savouring a
traditional Armenian meal.

Armenia Marriott Hotel Yerevan | Meals: BL
Day 12: Geghard & Garni | Temple & Monastry
Begin with a private spiritual vocal performance in the acoustic hall of the
ancient Geghard Monastery. Afterwards, visit the pagan Temple of Garni,
built around 77 A.D. before taking part in a centuries-old Armenian cultural
tradition at a hands-on lavash making ceremony, followed by lunch in a
local home. Afterwards, there will be time to pore over the stalls at the
Vernissage flea market, a short walk from the hotel and the perfect place to
immerse yourself in the fusion between national traditions and modern flair.
This evening, a farewell dinner is held.

Armenia Marriott Hotel Yerevan | Meals: BLD
Day 13: Depart Yerevan
Transfer to the airport for departure flight.

Meals: B
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Journey Details
Minimum age is 10 years.
First group event: welcome briefing at 6:00 p.m. on Day 1.
Last group event: farewell dinner at 8:00 p.m. on Day 12.
Departures are guaranteed to operate with a minimum of 2 guests.
Please note: Proof of COVID-19 full vaccination is required for this
program.

Included with every Limited Edition Small Group Journey
All accommodation as detailed with private facilities
Meals as specified in itinerary, including welcome and farewell dinners
Services of English speaking A&K Resident Tour Directors, one per country
Airport welcome
Porterage
Group transportation by private air-conditioned vehicle
Bottled water during transfers and touring
Wine & beer during lunches and dinners (selected by Resident Tour Director)
Individual Wireless Audio Systems where appropriate
All entrance fees
Planning, handling, operational and communication charges
All tipping

Customise this Journey
Talk to one of our expert Journey Designers or your travel agent about
booking this tour as a private journey for your own small group with family
or friends. Or, if you would prefer to travel privately, find out more about
creating the perfect bespoke tailor-made journey based on this itinerary.
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Map
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Accommodation
Tbilisi Marriott Hotel

Situated in an historic building with a central location in the heart of the
city, the Tbilisi Marriott Hotel offers deluxe accommodation in spacious
rooms and suites with en suite marble bathrooms. The lobby has a classic
heritage feel and the hotel rooms overlook either the central courtyard or
the street. There are two restaurant options, a bar and a 24-hour gym and
sauna. Free Wifi available in the public areas.
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Rooms Hotel Kazbegi

With peaks reaching a formidable 5,000 metres, the Caucasus Mountain
Range delivers a spectacular backdrop for Rooms Hotel Kazbegi.
The spectacular landscape takes centre stage in the careful design of
Rooms Hotels Kazbegi’s 155 rooms. For each category, front facing rooms
have views over Mount Kazbeg and the Gergeti Trinity Church, while the
back facing rooms overlook the surrounding forests and woodland. The
rooms are decorated with rustic-chic with blending wood and industrial
flourishes.
The restaurant serves traditional Georgian cuisine and international dishes,
also accompanied by a cosy bar with its own fireplace and cigar menu.
The heated pool is ideally positioned to take in the stunning view over the
surrounding mountainside through the floor-to-ceiling windows. Relax in the
chic lounge chairs, get a massage or enjoy the perfectly equipped gym.
Rooms Hotel Kazbegi has all the facilities to make your stay as pleasant as
possible.
Why we like it:
Featuring a spacious lobby lounge, library, casino, gym, indoor swimming
pool and a subterranean wellness area
Bathrooms include showers, bathrobes, complimentary toiletries, and hair
dryers
The restaurant works with the region, collaborating with suppliers in the
local town of Stepantsminda to serve seasonal dishes passed down through
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generations.
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Armenia Marriott, Yerevan

Located right on Republic Square in the centre of Yerevan, the grand
Armenia Marriott Hotel Yerevan is an impressive building with grand arched
windows and a dusty pink colour from the rose-and-white Armenian tufa
stone used in the facade. Rooms boast views of the square and of beautiful
Mount Ararat and there are five restaurants on site plus a gym and spa.
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Dates & Pricing
Prices are in AUD, per person, based on double occupancy
May 3, 2023 - May 15, 2023
Price

Single Supplement

Internal Air (From)

Availability

AU$8,995 pp

AU$2,695

AU$0

Available

Jun 18, 2023 - Jun 30, 2023
Price

Single Supplement

Internal Air (From)

Availability

AU$8,995 pp

AU$2,695

AU$0

Available

Aug 24, 2023 - Sep 5, 2023
Price

Single Supplement

Internal Air (From)

Availability

AU$8,995 pp

AU$2,695

AU$0

Available

Oct 11, 2023 - Oct 23, 2023
Price

Single Supplement

Internal Air (From)

Availability

AU$8,995 pp

AU$2,695

AU$0

Available

Apr 17, 2024 - Apr 29, 2024
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Price

Single Supplement

Internal Air (From)

Availability

AU$8,995 pp

AU$2,695

AU$0

Available

Call Us Now on
1300 851 924
within Australia
Melbourne Office:
T: +61 (0)3 9536 1800
F: +61 (0) 3 9536 1805
E: contact@abercrombiekent.com.au

Address
Level 3, 290 Coventry St
South Melbourne, VIC, 3205

International:
New Zealand Call: 0800 441 638
Asia Call: 800 4747 7700
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